October 2006

Stand up moment — a huge success! World record smashed!

Various campaigners in the North East organised events to contribute to the Stand up
Moment. One example......... The pictures below show Professor Christopher
Edwards, Vice-Chancellor of Newcastle University, addressing a crowd of about 100
students and staff prior to the campus Stand Up Moment on Monday 16th October.
The gathering was arranged by Sarah Marriott, of the student UNICEF group.
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And a report ‘pinched’ from GCAP

“By the time we get all the figures in it will be the
largest single coordinated movement of people in
the history of Guinness World Records!”




the UN Millennium Campaign. People stood together: at the foot of tallest hotel in the
world in Dubai; in football stadiums across Spain and Mexico; in churches throughout
Africa and schools all over the world including China.

The World Record number was announced today (17 October), on the international day
for poverty eradication, at events held at the United Nations in New York, London,
Johannesburg, Milan and Nairobi following official confirmation from Guinness World
Records.

Events included:

e Organisers in Bangladesh have reported figures of over half a million young
people who stood united in gigantic white human chains across across 64
districts of the country.

e In Jaipur, India 38,000 cricket fans, with support from legendary batsman,
Sachin Tendulkar, ‘stood up’ at the start of the India vs England match.

e In the US, United Nations Deputy Secretary General Mark Malloch Brown,
Queen Noor of Jordan and HH Swami Ramdeyv ‘stood up’ with thousands in
Times Square, New York.

e Hundreds of thousands stood together for one minute at an anti-poverty music
concert in Mbare slums in the capital, Harare, Zimbabwe.

e School children across Lebanon, Jordan, Gaza and Westbank ‘stood up’
together to highlight the injustice that not all children can afford to go to
school.

e Malawi’s President, Dr Bingu wa Mutharika joined thousands at a rally against
poverty in the capital.

e In the Philippines, president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo “Stood Up” and vowed to
stamp out poverty.

e In Mexico, several hundred thousand people stood up at football matches lead
by 9 Football Clubs

This newsletter includes a few more detailed examples and photos from the incredible
events all around the world. Please do keep sending in any stories and pictures to
info@whiteband.org You can see more country reports at www.whiteband.org or
www.standagainstpoverty.org or www.millenniumcampaign.org

Citizens around the world have stood up to demand action against poverty, for equality
and to meet and exceed the Millennium Development Goals. The people’s voices are
growing louder, governments can and must do more. We will not rest until poverty has
ended.

Stand Up against Poverty and for Equality!

In solidarity,
The support team at CIVICUS

China national platform

here were around 50 events in China with over 50,000 people taking part across more than 12
provinces and municipalities most of which are located in South West China a relatively poorer part
of China. Events happed at county or grassroots levels with the participation of poor students and
with strong supports from the local governments including the local women'’s federation, local youth
league and the local education bureau.

Participants include university students, middle school and primary school students, handicapped













