
POVERTY CAMPAIGNER SIGNS PERSONAL CLIMATE 
PLEDGE AT ALNWICK MEETING

David Golding, from Newcastle University, a campaigner in the North 
East on global poverty, used a meeting of Make Poverty History North 
East in Alnwick, on Monday 18th September, to sign the Stop Climate 
Chaos pledge - that he would take specific actions to reduce the 
demand he put on our fragile planet. Whilst emphasising that action by 
governments would be essential, he drew attention to what individuals 
could do to reduce the damage they do to the planet – and decided he 
should lead by example and sign the SCC pledge!
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This came at the end of a well-supported meeting at which David, with 
Judith Sadler from Christian Aid, gave an update on trade justice and 
global warming, and their effects on the world’s poorest people. Those 
present at the meeting wrote letters to their MPs calling for action on 
these issues.

Judith Sadler highlighted the damaging effect on poorer countries of the 
insistence of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to fix 
economic conditions to debt relief and aid given to these countries.  
These conditions often benefited the rich world, at the expense of the 
well being of the world’s people.  She gave an example poor countries 
being forced to expose their own small producers to the full force of 



competition from powerful (and often subsidised) multinational 
companies.  For the rich countries of the world to impose import duties 
themselves, but deny the same to poor countries was “hypocritical”
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Judith was delighted to report that their view carried the support of 
Hilary Benn, Secretary of State for International Development.  The 
British Government attached no such conditions to its own direct help 
and Mr Benn recently announced that he was withholding some money 
from the World Bank to protest at its policies. The meeting was in broad 
agreement that the only conditions that are justified are for transparency 
and accountability to ensure that resources are used to benefit ordinary 
people.

David spoke about global warming.  He emphasised that there was now 
a worldwide agreement among scientists – including in the United 
States’ – that global warming is a real and present danger.  “The debate 
is finished; now is the time for action.”  He emphasised two key issues: 
one is that the damaging effects of global warming fall 
disproportionately on the poorest countries and the poorest within all 
countries.  The other is the urgency of effective action before global 
warming became self-accelerating and therefore irreversible.
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