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Mass Lobby of Parliament for

TRADE JUSTICE
Wednesday 2 nd November 

North East the only English region to meet MPs inside the H of C!
(see below)

The greatest global movement the world has ever seen: “It's easy to forget how far we have 
come when we know how much is still to be done - but at the Birmingham G8 Summit in 1998 it 
was a triumph even to get development issues on the agenda. Now, seven years on, we have a 
worldwide Global Call to Action against Poverty, of which Make Poverty History is part.

I believe we are participating in what may become the greatest global movement the world has 
ever seen. It took 30 years of work, with people saying it was impossible, to abolish slavery. This 
is an even bigger challenge. But Nelson Mandela is right: it can be done and it's up to us to do 
it. I’m part of this historic mission and I wouldn’t miss the mass lobby on 2nd November.” 
(Jeanette James, WDM supporter, Kingston upon Thames)

Increase the pressure on government:  We hope you will feel the same as Jeanette and will 
join us in Westminster on 2nd Nov! Remember:  the NE had what was probably the greatest 
regional Week of Action for Trade Justice (April) in the country (and probably the world); and we 
made a magnificent contribution to the great national gathering in Edinburgh on 2nd July. And 
only campaigners from the NE, of all the English regions, are scheduled to be able to meet their 
MPs actually inside the House of Commons on 2nd Nov. So we simply must be well represented! 

Thanks to our prodding, the G8 went far (in my view) to meeting our demands on aid and made 
real and encouraging, if limited, progress towards dropping the debt. However, they left 
untouched the monstrous injustices embodied by current trade rules and, ahead of the major 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) talks in December, we must increase the pressure on our 
Government to make trade justice a reality.

What to do now: Please plan to take a day’s holiday on 2nd Nov and book a place on the 
coaches without delay (see back page). If possible, round up a group of family and friends to go 
with you. It would also be helpful if you would let me know you’re coming with us, and provide full 
contact details. [“Sounds more like an endurance test than a holiday to me, David!” Piffle! It’s simply nothing 
compared with our marathons to Cologne, Prague and Genoa! O.K., I’m only joking; we really are asking a lot of 
you, but we’re serious about this and we hope you are too.]

Preparing for the lobby:

�x Contact your MP to ask them to meet you in the H. of C. on 2nd Nov, if possible at about 
2.00pm. You can call their office, or write to them at: House of Commons, Westminster, 
London, SW1A 0AA.  A sample letter is provided on the back page. (You can find out your 
MP’s name and number on the internet by visiting www.locata.co.uk/commons, or by calling 
the House of Commons inquiry line, 020 7219 4272. Or ask me.) 

--------------------------------------------
photo below: DrumDin, the North East’s own samba band, having a great time and making a truly great ‘din’ in 
Edinburgh, on 2nd July! We thank our friends most sincerely for their magnificent contribution to a wonderful day.



�x Make a flag or small banner (1m square maximum) in PURPLE, the colour designated for our 
region. [Ideally it will bear the name of your parliamentary constituency and the words “Trade 
Justice”, but don’t worry overmuch about this.] A piece of purple cloth attached to a garden 
cane, or held between two canes would be fine. Alternatively, wear a purple sash.

�x Set aside something white (T-shirt, pillow case, etc.) to hold up for the ‘mass moment’.

�x If you wish, you can mug up on what we want you to say in advance by getting a “Questions 
and Answers” booklet and a complete “Mass Lobby Pack” from your aid agency, from TJM 
(www.tjm.org.uk), or from me. However, we will provide simple, written and verbal help with 
this on the coaches – you really don’t have to be nervous about this! Just your being there
will send the strongest message to your and other MPs.

What to expect on the day: We will form part a big queue outside the H. of C. in an area 
designated for NE campaigners. Hopefully, we’ll be in place in time for the ‘Mass Moment’ at 
1pm, when everyone will hold up something white during a minute’s silence. We expect to be 
able to meet our MPs in the H. of C. at about 2pm. You may be standing in the queue for several 
hours.

What to bring:  Food and drink (no alcohol); Rain gear, umbrella, warm clothes and comfortable 
shoes; Purple flag or sash; Something white; Bag to hold everything – please travel light.

What to do if your MP can’t meet you:  come anyway and hand in a note asking for their 
support.

What to do if you cannot come to the lobby:  not everyone will be able to join us, obviously, on 
account of social or professional responsibilities, or for health reasons. But everyone reading this 
newsletter can and should write to their MP, adapting the letter given over page to show their 
support. But remember, the greatest support you can give is to be there, in person.

We’ve made history this year – let’s make more of it!

'Trade justice for the developing world and for this generation is a truly 
significant way for the developed countries to show commitment to bringing 

about an end to global poverty.' (Nelson Mandela)

Coming to you soon:

Review and assessment of the year so far;
Exciting news about future campaigning in the North East.



Mass Lobby of Parliament for Trade Justice
Wednesday 2nd November

All arrangements subject to adequate demand

Book by ‘phone and credit card (£28.00): tel. 01 207 282 225
or by post and cheque (£28.00):  Classic Coaches, Morrison Road, Annfield Plain, 

        STANLEY, Co. Durham, DH9 7RX

Participants must be 18 or over, unless they are accompanied by a responsible adult.

Provisional start places and times:

Coach 1: 
Hexham (Coach Park, Safeway)05.00
Washington services A1 05.45
Durham Services A1 06.20
Darlington (Bus depot, 07.00
opposite side of Dolphin Centre)

Coach 2: 
Morpeth (Bus Station) 04.45
Newcastle upon Tyne (Central Station) 05.15
North Tyneside (Silverlink Retail Park) 05.30
Sunderland (Opposite Empire Theatre) 06.00
Hartlepool (A19) 06.30
Middlesbrough (Bus Station) 07.00

If demand only justifies a single coach, the following pick-up points will be used:

Newcastle upon Tyne (Central Station) 05.15
Washington services A1 05.45
Durham Services A1 06.20
Darlington (Bus depot, 07.00
opposite side of Dolphin Centre)

Arrive Westminster at 12.30pm; leave at 5-6pm, back in North East 12.00 midnight

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sample letter to your MP

Dear ____________ MP

On Wednesday 2 November thousands of make 
poverty history campaigners will come to parliament 
to lobby for trade justice, not free trade. As one/a 
group of your constituents, I would like to ask you to 
meet me/us in the afternoon of 2 November (at 
about 2pm, if possible) and to hear my/our concerns 
about the forthcoming World Trade Organisation 
Ministerial.

The UK Government has said that liberalisation 
should not be forced on poor countries. The World 
Trade Organisation Ministerial meeting in December 
is a chance to turn this rhetoric into reality. It is 
imperative that poor countries have the right to 
choose trade policies that will help them end 
poverty and protect their environment.

In particular please lobby Trade and Industry 
Secretary Alan Johnson to get the Government to 
use its influence within the EU to:

�x Allow developing countries to use trade 
policies to protect their vulnerable farm 
sectors and promote their national 
industries

�x Allow countries to choose the best policies 
for poor people and the environment in 
services such as water, health and 
education.

Please sign the Trade Justice Early Day Motion to 
be tabled in the week beginning 10 October.

Yours sincerely, etc




