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16th May 2005

“Action this (world debt) Day!”
Look how she’s grown! World Debt Day, which started life as a NE proposal way back in 
2002, is being observed by campaigners in many countries across the world this year –
from France to Senegal to Australia. The question is, will you join with them? Despite the 
mock use of Churchill’s imperious command above, we sincerely request that you do so. 

* The main action this year is one of the most 
effective (but easiest) things you can do – write a 
brief, personal letter to the Prime Minister. A model 
letter is provided, but please feel free to say what 
you think and feel. Write it by hand only if it will be 
easily legible; otherwise type it. Add your own 
contact details and your connections with any aid 
agency/faith group/union, etc. 

* If you are associated with a church or other faith 
group, ask it to make a feature of debt (however 
brief) over the weekend 13th-15th May, or another 
weekend in May or June. You could get it to invite 
your newly elected MP to attend the service and 
read the lesson – good for the MP and for the group! 
Full worship/drama/sermon materials and a model 
letter of invitation are now available on our websites 
(see p. 2).

“It was my brother's turn to eat yesterday."
I simply cannot get him out of my mind…  Fr. Peter Henriot, from Zambia, told me recently 
that a teacher friend noticed that a boy was nodding off in class and reprimanded him. A short 
time later, he had cause to do the same again - this time more sharply. "What's wrong with you 
today?" , he demanded. The lad apologised, but explained: "Sir, you see it was my brother's turn 
to eat yesterday" . There was only one poor meal a day - and even then they had to take it in 
turns, one to eat one day, the other the next. I keep telling myself he's one of the lucky ones. 
He's got parents; he's not suffering from AIDS or malaria, and he's goes to school (now free in 
Zambia, thanks to its miserly debt relief). But his story haunts me…

With every good wish,

David

MAKE POVERTYHISTORY - What’s keeping you?
Our chances of making a significant contribution to the great, national gathering in 
Edinburgh on 2nd July (see p. 3/4) are being seriously jeopardised by the sluggish response 
of our supporters. Please pile in and book up! “Action this day!” - or at least tomorrow! �•

MAKE POVERTYHISTORY launch on 2nd March. Professor 
Christopher Edwards, Vice-Chancellor of Newcastle 
University, and (on his left) the High Commissioner of 
Tanzania and his wife, Mr and Mrs Kibelloh. The Curtis 
Auditorium was packed out, with a hundred people in the
overflow room. We heard excellent presentations by the High 
Commissioner, Sir Colin Lucas and Chris Bain.



Get into Debt in May!
Debt matters!
We have little chance of really ‘Making Poverty History’ unless we can secure trade justice and debt relief and
more and better aid. However, it would be madness to down-play the debt component, if for no other reason than 
that we could be on the verge of a major breakthrough in this area! Furthermore:

�x Debt relief is real. In contrast, far too much aid is 
designed for the convenience of the donors. 70% of 
American aid is actually spent within the U.S.; for 
Italy, it’s 90%!

�x Debt relief is rational. Tanzania has to produce more 
than 800 reports each quarter to over 50 different aid 
donors. Debt relief delivers help far more efficiently.

�x Debt relief is reliable. In contrast, it is all too easy for 
governments to ‘raid’ the aid budget when times are 
hard, to the detriment of the world’s poor.

�x Debt relief is rapid. Desperately needed resources 
can start to flow into essential services within weeks 
of agreement. In contrast, trade reform will be slower 
to take effect (but is more important long-term).

�x Debt relief is right. It is an ethical imperative to 
provide debt relief - it’s really their money we’re 
taking! Furthermore, this form of assistance provides 
a measure of independence and democratic 
accountability. In contrast, aid is an absolutely 
indispensable but regrettable necessity.

World Debt Day, 16th May

On 16th May 1998, a ‘Human Chain’ of 70,000 
supporters of Jubilee 2000 and its partners from around 
the world surrounded a meeting of the G8 in 
Birmingham, calling for the cancellation of Third World 
debt. For the first time, global poverty was thrust to the 
forefront of the agenda of world leaders, where it has 
remained ever since. Consequently, a meeting in 
Birmingham on the 5th anniversary of the Chain issued a 
call for the establishment of an international ‘World 
Debt Day’, to provide a global rallying point for all 
those who continue to care about the suffering being 
caused by debt.

“The Government of Guyana salutes the organizers of 
the World Debt Day for sustaining the momentum of the 
fight to reduce the debt burden of developing countries”
(President Bharrrat Jagdeo). 

“On the occasion of World Debt Day, we appeal to [everyone] in the North and South to pressurise their 
governments and financial institutions to agree to the total cancellation of the debts of poor countries”
(Archbishop Pengo of Dar Es Salaam).

Resources for Debt Campaigning
Available at www.ncl.ac.uk/chaplaincy (courtesy, 
Revd Vasey-Saunders, University Chaplain):

1. “Introduction”, including model letter to MP
2. “Action this (world debt) Day” – model letter to 

the PM
3. “Worship materials”
4. “The Chains of Debt” (Drama sketch)
5. “Debt and Debt Remission” (Sermon outline)
6. “Message from the President of Tanzania”
7. “Don’t forget about debt” (The Guardian, 

16.05.03)

8. “The Stone of Weeping” – a meditation
9. Why World Debt Day? “Just Imagine…”

Resources provided by JDC-NE and available at 
www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk:

Worship materials, drama sketch and sermon outline 
in French, German, Italian and Spanish; worship 
materials in Dutch. President’s message in the above 
languages, plus Portuguese, Japanese and Chinese 
(courtesy mainly of members of the School of 
Modern Languages of Newcastle University).

  

The only true Weekof Action for Trade Justice in the 
country/world? 300-400 at the Angel (above); nearly 
200 at the Monument; and over 3,000 cards signed 
during our 8-till-8/week-long Vigil in central Newcastle. 



MAKE POVERTYHISTORY
Edinburgh, Saturday 2nd July 2005

Book by ‘phone and credit card (£15.30): tel. 01 207 282 225

or by post and cheque (£15):  Classic Coaches, Morrison Road, Annfield Plain, 
   STANLEY, Co. Durham, DH9 7RX

Participants should be able-bodied and must be 18 or over, unless they are accompanied by a 
responsible adult.

Provisional start places and times:

Alnwick Bus Station 8.30 am
Barnard Castle Galgate 6.30 am
Berwick Train Station 9.15 am
Birtley Bus Stop on Egton Terr (nr St Joseph’s) 7.45 am
Bishop Auckland Bus Station, Stand 1 7.00 am
Chester Le Street North Burns (outside Plumb Centre shop) 7.30 am
Cramlington The Forum 8.00 am
Darlington Bus Depot, opp’ side of Dolphin Centre 7.00 am
Durham Bus Station, Stand 1 7.30 am
Gateshead Interchange – Express Stand 8.00 am
Hartlepool York Road, Yorkshire Bank 7.00 am
Hexham Coach Park (Safeway) 8.00 am
Middlesborough Bus Station, Express Lounge 7.00 am
Morpeth Bus Station 8.30 am
Newcastle Central Station, Stand 90 8.00 am
South Shields Kepple Street Bus Station 7.45 am
Stockton  Swallow Hotel 7.00 am
Sunderland Opposite Empire Theatre 7.30 am
Washington The Galleries Express Stand 8.00 am
Whitley Bay Maughan’s Shop 8.00 am

Leave Edinburgh at 1700-1800hrs, back in North East late Saturday evening

What sort of people are we?
“This was one of the protests against this week's meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank that were supposed to tear Prague apart. But not a single brick was thrown. There was no 
violence, no windows were broken. “I think it's a shame we've been confused with the anti-capitalism 
protesters you saw in Seattle, and who are expected here on Tuesday,” said Dave Clayson (the managing 
director of Irisys, just named as Britain's Emerging Company of the Year) in the middle of the procession 
with his wife and two grown-up daughters, a symbolic chain of debt draped across their shoulders.

“On Letna Plain, where the statue of Joseph Stalin once gazed out across Prague, Ann Pettifor, the director 
of Jubilee 2000, recalled that 11 years ago the Czechs threw communism out “peacefully, rationally, and 
through debate. We want to do the same,” she said. As the [campaigners] quietly dispersed, without the 
slightest hint of violence or destruction, that aspiration seemed possible. These protesters are being listened 
to at the highest levels...” (Justin Huggler, The Independent, in Prague, 25 September 2000)

Keep up to date at:

www.MAKE POVERTYHISTORY.org



Historic National Gathering to

MAKE POVERTYHISTORY
Edinburgh, Saturday 2nd July 2005

Coaches booked for 1,000 people!

From every major town and city in the North East!

The North East is right in the ‘front line’ for the great national gathering in central 
Edinburgh on 2nd July - if we can't make a major contribution to this, who can? So be part 
of it, whether you’re a veteran of Birmingham, Cologne and Genoa, or have never stood 
with us before!

This will be a peaceful, good humoured 
and fun occasion – all our rallies have been 
just that. The world leaders don’t arrive 
until the following weekend and, even then, 
they will be at Gleneagles, many miles 
away, so there will be nothing at all about 
our event to invite trouble. Of course, 
nothing in life is 100% risk-free but, 
realistically, there is more reason for 
concern about road accidents, than about 
trouble in Edinburgh! However, the event is 
perfectly timed and placed to influence 
public and political opinion. 

Right: NE campaigners in Cologne, where we 
won our first major victory.

Book early yourself; tell everyone about it; and bring a party of family and 
friends

Book by ‘phone and credit card (£15.30): Classic Coaches, tel. 01 207 282 225

By post and cheque (£15):  Classic Coaches, Morrison Road, Annfield Plain, STANLEY, Co. Durham, DH9 7RX

Participants must be 18 or over, unless they are accompanied by a responsible adult
--------------------------------------------------------------------

A Message from MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY
Why should I come to Edinburgh?

We want as many campaigners and members of the public as possible to show the Prime Minister and his 
fellow G8 leaders that the UK public cares enough about global poverty and injustice to come in person to 
Edinburgh, just as Jubilee 2000 did at the Birmingham G8 in 1998 - but on an even greater scale. 

What will be happening on the day? 

The day's events will start from 11am, and will include: 

*  Rallies with international speakers, celebrity supporters, entertainment and music; 
*  The creation of a giant human white band around Edinburgh city centre, with staggered starts at
   12pm, 1pm and 2pm; 
*  An opportunity for you to send your messages directly to the G8 meeting in Gleneagles.

The event will be a family friendly, safe and fun day - so bring as many people as you can!


